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Council Meeting 1 
Minutes 2 

March 19, 2007 3 
 4 

A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia, Bergen County, 5 
New Jersey, was held this evening in the Borough Hall Annex, commencing at 7:30pm 6 
 7 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi called the meeting to order. 8 
 9 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi asked everyone to stand while Councilman President Heveran 10 
led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 11 
 12 
Council Present:   Mayor Laurence Cherchi, Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, 13 

Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, Raucci 14 
 15 
Council Absent: none 16 
 17 
Also Present: Fran Lehmann, Borough Clerk, Brian Giblin, Borough Attorney 18 

Jack Terhune, Borough Administrator  19 
 20 
OPEN MEETING STATEMENT 21 
 22 
Conditions of the Open Meeting Act have been met by Notice placed on the Bulletin 23 
Board at Borough Hall and notices sent to the Official Newspaper. 24 
 25 
Mayor Cherchi pointed out the Fire Exit. 26 
 27 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 28 
 29 
No one spoke 30 
 31 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 32 
 33 
Finance, Administration and Personnel – Council President Heveran asked the members 34 
of the Governing Body to review the budget workbooks that were disseminated. Council 35 
President Heveran, Borough Administrator Terhune, CFO Becker and the Finance 36 
Committee met last week to complete work on the budget and it is scheduled for 37 
introduction on April 2, 2007. 38 
 39 
Laws and Ordinances – Councilwoman Raspa-Gore nothing to report at this time. 40 
 41 
Police – Councilman Raucci stated the Police Commission met with Chief Ziegler and 42 
Borough Administrator Terhune to discuss police overtime, vehicle rotation and sick 43 
time. 44 
 45 
 46 
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Fire – Council President Heveran gave a report on the incidents for the month of 47 
February.  Council President Heveran passed around a picture of the new rescue truck for 48 
the member of the Governing Body to see. The Governing Body discussed what could be 49 
done with the old truck. 50 
 51 
Ambulance – Councilman Raucci gave a report on the number of calls for January and 52 
February. Councilman Raucci stated the Ambulance Committee met with Mr. Tappen 53 
and Mr. Morales; there are two new volunteers who share the daytime coverage.  There 54 
are some glitches with the generator that the Administrator is working on. 55 
 56 
Public Works – Councilman Hawkins reported that the Committee met with the 57 
Superintendent.  Things are running well at the DPW.  Councilman Hawkins as well as 58 
Councilman Raucci commended the DPW for the snow removal for both snowstorms. 59 
 60 
Real Estate and Insurance Committee – Councilman Puzzo reported the Committee met 61 
and they are focusing on the central business district and how to attract a more diverse 62 
commercial base. 63 
 64 
Administrator – Borough Administrator Terhune reported that he is having a meeting 65 
with a company with the Board of Education and a vendor for fuel monitoring 66 
equipment. Mr. Terhune reported on the auction of impound vehicles.  Mr. Terhune also 67 
reported on a meeting with Labor Counsel and the representatives for the White Collar 68 
Union. Negotiations are going well. Mr. Terhune reported on the sewer repairs on 69 
Oakdene and Grand Avenue. Mr. Terhune explained that Ms. Elliott, has arranged for the 70 
major part of the work to be done by the DOT when they repair the storm drains on 71 
Grand Ave. The Borough will have to pay $25,000 to cover the cost of pipes. Mr. 72 
Terhune will have the final information from Ms. Elliott by Friday. 73 
 74 
Mayor – Mayor Cherchi reported on the Bergen County Mayors meeting on light rail. 75 
 76 
RESOLUTIONS 77 
 78 
A motion was made by Councilman Raucci, seconded by Council President Heveran to 79 
approve Resolutions 07-67, 07-68 and 07-70 through 07-73. Roll call vote; 80 
Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raspa-Gore, Raucci and Puzzo voted yes. 81 
Resolutions approved.  82 
 83 
Resolution 07-69 – Mayor Cherchi explained why he pulled this resolution. Councilman 84 
Puzzo made a motion to approve Resolution 07-69, seconded by Councilman Raucci. 85 
Roll call vote: Councilpersons, Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raspa-Gore, Raucci and Puzzo 86 
voted yes. 87 
 88 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 89 
No one spoke. 90 
 91 
 92 
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CORRESPONDENCE 93 
 94 
 95 
 96 
CLOSED SESSION (RESOLUTION F) 97 
 98 
A motion to go into closed was made by Councilman Puzzo, seconded by Councilman 99 
Raucci. All in favor none opposed. 100 
 101 
Councilman Raucci made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Hawkins. All in 102 
favor; none opposed. 103 
 104 
As there was no further business before the Governing Body, the meeting was adjourned 105 
at 9:25pm 106 
 107 
Respectfully submitted, 108 
 109 
 110 
 111 
Fran Lehmann 112 
Borough Clerk 113 
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